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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
This report provides a snapshot of today's state of Global Charity.  It examines the size and prevalence of     
philanthropy worldwide, the characteristics of donors and beneficiaries, the reasons for their giving, and the 
reasons beneficiaries require assistance. 
 
The findings in this report can be utilized by management and development officers of Charitable                  
Organizations when constructing their marketing and donation strategies.  
 
This report should be particularly useful for tailoring campaigns, especially for charitable organizations with an 
international focus. A clear narrative for giving can be developed by charitable organizations from the material 
in this report.   
 
This report should be read in conjunction with our earlier report Canada's Charities in a Global Context (March 

2024). 

 

 

Principle conclusions of the Report 
 

➢ total charitable giving globally (individual and corporate) amounted to $2.3 trillion in 2024.  We provide 

a breakdown of this giving.   

➢ We provide statistics on: 

  - the number and proportion of individuals globally who give to charity; 

  - how these funds are distributed amongst different charitable activities;  

➢ Individual giving reaches US$1.3 trillion every year.  This represents 1% of global Gross Domestic   

Product.  

  ➢ We use the Charitable Aids Foundation (CAF) Worldwide Charity Index reported for the past ten years 

 as a proxy in assessing the growth of global charity giving for this period.  The results show an upward, 

 though volatile, trend which was particularly impacted by the COVID-19 global pandemic. 

  ➢ Globally, we find that Religion is the largest category of giving at 22%.  This is followed by Human     

 Services (15%), Education (14%), and Foundations (12%) 

  ➢ The CAF reveals that only the children and young people category makes the top five causes on every 

 continent. We reveal the top categories by geographical continent. 

  ➢ We detail the factors that can influence the decision as to which causes to support. 

  ➢ An important part of the donation activity is individuals giving of their time as volunteers.  We reveal 

 the top reasons for volunteering around the world.   

  ➢ We detail the top characteristics of individuals who donate.  Of particular relevance are demographic 

 and economic characteristics.  The report discusses Gender, Age, Education Level, Income Level, and 

 Household Characteristics. 

  ➢ Caring about the cause is the most frequently cited reason for giving to a charitable organization 

 worldwide.  Interestingly, tax policy is ranked very low as a reason to give to charity. 

  ➢ We provide insight into the reasons for giving on a global basis. 

https://veritascharityservices.com/product/research-report-march-2024-canadas-charities-in-a-global-context/


3 

 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Purchase your copy of this insightful, detailed Report today! 

$150 for a single issue copy 

PURCHASE HERE 

 

SAVE MORE - Subscribe to our monthly Research Reports. 
$1,500 for an Annual Subscription (12 monthly reports) 
  
 

 

SUBSCRIBE HERE 

PREVIOUS RESEARCH REPORTS 
 

July 2025:  The Canadian Charity and Philanthropic Sector, 2025 Update 
August 2025: The Canadian Donor Advised Fund Market 2025 Update 

September 2025:  The Role of Technology in Canada’s Charities 
 

UPCOMING RESEARCH REPORTS 
 

November 2025:  The Veritas500 Fastest Growing Charities 
December2025:  Update on Canadian Charity Sector Employment 

 

 

  

 

The Veritas Foundation APP: 
Canada's First DAF APP 

We are excited to announce the release of our new Veritas Foundation 
APP.  Accountholders with The Veritas Foundation Giving Fund can use the 

APP to:  

• view their account history and current value online 

• search from our listing of 56,000 charities by location, size, program, and 
more to find charities to make a donation 

• make donations from their account 

• view our curated list of charities for you to consider 

• send us a message 

• view our Research Reports 
 

The Veritas Foundation APP is available on Apple and Android cellphones. 
 

Opening an account with The Veritas Foundation Giving Fund gives you   
access to the VF APP! 

https://veritascharityservices.com/product/research-report-october-2025-the-state-of-global-charitable-giving/
https://veritascharityservices.com/product/research-report-annual-12-issue-subscription/
https://veritascharityservices.com/product/research-report-july-2025-canadas-charity-sector-update/
https://veritascharityservices.com/product/research-report-august-2025-donor-advised-funds-update/
https://veritascharityservices.com/product/research-report-september-2025-the-role-of-technology-in-canadas-charities/
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Our Vision  
 

We will participate in a thriving Canadian philanthropic sector where the most 
impactful charities with the highest governance standards are celebrated and 

supported by donor capital.  
 

 Our Mission 
 

The Veritas Foundation aims to be Canada’s authoritative source for 
participating in the country’s charitable sector and evaluating its effectiveness 

and impact.  
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